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The Adoption and Safe Families
Act (ASFA) of 1997

Designed! to shorten the time in
WhiCh ar decision IS made; regarding
the permanent placement offa
chilal ite. wWhether the chnlid will
rECUFn emeE e find anether
pPEmMaNENtIVIRE SItUation
(Bdoptien):
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ASFA Impact

¢ More impact on the size, rather than
composition, of the group: ofi children
N FOSter care

¢ Shifits the Iocus off SerVices from
[OStER Care e PErManENCY: planning
(rettirRingrhemer ol Belng adepted)
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Types of Foster Care Placements

¢ lraditional foster care: children are placed in
non-relative families within their community

¢ [reatment or specialized foster care: foster
family: has received specialized training to meet
the emotionall and psychological meeds off the
child

¢ Kinship fester cares childlis placed withy other
fRmily. members), outside off the biclogical parents
fESIdENCE

9 Shared family: cares childranal parent o parents),
feside I thie same residence With ioster parents
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Foster Family Households

¢ Single parent families have increased due to
speciall recruiting initiatives for single parents of
color and the expansion off kKinship foster care

» Families in which both parents work have
Increased due to high heusing costs and the
InNcreased standard of living

¢ lreatment fioster care; andl Kinship foster care are
the moest rapidiy: grewing: child placements, WhHICH
resulits inr ther magnification: off the; bimoedal
distripution: o pOSItVE Versus aversive parenting
INCERVERLIGNS
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The Fundamental Assumption of
Child Welfare Services

¢ [0 ensure that the environment in which the
apbused or neglected! child resides after service
interventions willl be safier than the
envirenment in Which: the abuse or neglect
occurred.

¢ Child welfare; SerVices IS not responsible for
ensuUring thiat the fioster care environmEeEnt s a
poesitVe andireRabilitative developmental
EXPERIENCE
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What are the best home
environments for foster children?

¢ Having fiewer childrens in the, heme
¢ IHigher levels off maternall education
¢» Gregter Inceme

¢ HaVving marked paremnts
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What needs to be done to improve
the quality of foster care?

¢ Research

¢ Higher reimbursement rates for foster
families

¢ Provision off medical insurance, liability,
Insurance, and child care to foster families

¢ EVidence-based training for oSter parents

s Implementationt et shiarearfamily: care
Progiam

9 Affieraaile nousing er ester iamillies
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Research

¢ Ihere is a lack off research pertaining to the
issue of the physical safety ofi the child in foster
care, and only minimal attention paid toe the
Influence,; off well-trained: foster parents on the
child. Additionally, researchiis needed to
provide evidence-based training fier fioster
PARENLS,:

¢ Researchlis spawned by policy, and GENErates
POIICY, Vet there s ne fUnding for a
mMEthodoliogically selnd program: ol FESEealrchs
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Research cont.

¢ Researchi on foster care has moved firom the
Childreni’s Bureau Research and Development
Program to the Office of the Assistant
Secretary on Planning and Evaluation (ASPE),
OUL It dees not receive the support needed or
provided compared tor other types off poVverty.
FESEarch.

¢» Additional research funding; cam cCome Iirem
the fellewingl seurces: Itle IV-E oif the  Social
SECURLY ACtH 75Y0 matehr rate by: states, anad
thelNSCAWARESEArCh Cigo)l|o)'s continuation: of
the NationalfStrvey: o Child andrAdBlescentt:
Well=BEemak
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Reimbursement for Foster Parents

¢ Foster parents are reimbursed for the cost of care, not
salaried. These reimbursement rates are very low, and do
not include cost-ofi-living adjustments.

¢ Ireatment or specialized foster care receive higher
reimbursement rates, but most parents receive the basiic
foster care rate, whichi increases minimally: asi the; child
adESs.

¢ Foster parents also receive; a cloething allowance (%100
twice a year), and therchila ysreligiblée fier Medicaid.

¢ Ihese reimbursement rates are far below! the USDA
estimates ier raisingl childrens

¢ Since the fiederal government does net Nave limitations on
thie amount offits 50% cost-sharkring wWith states, there
Shouldr e More comimeERsuirate relmbUFSEMENT rates ana
aRUaINCOst=eIFlIMINGINCIEaSES)
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Insurance and Child Care

¢ Because foster parents are not paid, they are not
required to contribute to Social Security, nor do
they have access to a retirement plan or health
Insurance for themselves or other family:
MMEMDErS.

¢ [N addition), some states) do net provide liability,
INSUrance for foster parents or provide immunity:
from frivolous lawsuits, Which are added financial
threats! to) roster parents (Illinels Foster Parent
Association), 1997).

¢ il the) past;, foster parents Were pronibited from
UEliZing child care SerVICES or thellFiester child:
AlthieU@n this as chianGed), thEere aré; stillew,
statestwithr chillaicare provisiens:
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Training for foster families

¢ Over the last few decades, training has become

¢

more ambitious and effective.

Minimum training (1-2 days) Is required in almost
all' 501 states, however some training programs
last 10 weeks. Kinship fioster parents may: be
exempt frrom training In; many. states.

Effiective training Incltdes an| tnderstanding of
legail Issues Infltencing the child's placement
CIFCUMStanEes), feeUs on the safiety: and
development oF the; childl andl disclission! 61 NEW.
O Works effiectively-withr biologicall parentts ana
Welliare staiif
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Training for foster families cont.

¢ Although not well documented (J.H. Lee &
Holland, 1991), positive benefits of intensive
training include; a lower likelihood of placement
disruption: (Beyd & Remy, 1978), a greater
ldentifcation Withr helping the entire bioclogical
ramily: (DL Leer & Nisiveceia, 1989, and a
greater apility tormanager the challenges) o
caring fior sexually abused children (Barth,
Yeaton, se Winterielts, 119949
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Shared Family Care

(Barth & Price, 1999)

¢ Originally developed in Europe, it Is new to the
United States. This program, invoelves placing the
parent and child in the same foster home, in
which the parent Is provided training, while the
safiety and supervision of' the; child is ensured.

¢ [Ihis program Is difficult to fund, as Title I\V/-E
(WhiIChr pays fior moest foster care) requires that
the parent and child be separated.

¢ Altheugh effortsrhave Been made torncreasea
the avalapility, eiffitndine o this prograim), ey,
HaVealed tor gain approvalimnr the US Eonaress.
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Affordable Housing for Foster
Families

¢ Low- to middle-income foster families feel
a drain on the resources due to the cost of
qousing.

o Many fiester families; live in communities
With adverse features, to be able to afford
ReuUsing. However, this) may: also lessen
the developmental oppoertunities for

childrens. EUrthermore, the stpply: of

aiiferdaple NoUsIng for poor amiliest s

SHFRKING, andlthe shortage o larger

ramliesiisreven werse (Rubinowitzic

Resenpalm, 2000).
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Affordable Housing for Foster
Families cont.

¢ Foster parents need similar incentives to
those of police officers and teachers in
SO@ME areas, such as housing allewances,
::ax credits, and no-interest autemonile
@ans.

¢ e cost anae availabilit?/ el large housing
IS IREreasingl ther difficulty in fHReing
fRmIlESFthiat Can Care e sivling groupss
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A vision to guide the policies
Invelved in foster parenting

1jo provide more, fioster care in the; local
neighborhoods and the foster parents will
WOrK cooperatively: withr Diclegicall parents
£O achieve reunification: or Open adoption
(Annie; E. Casey: Foundation-spensored
EamiiN: ter Famiiy: pregiaim):
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The role of the foster parent in this
vision:

o Working withy biclogicall parents and social
workers tor help promote; reunification until
thiat goeailis beyend reasen and time,

¢ SUpperting the achievement oF other
PEFMARNENCY, OpPLIGRS, and

¢ Helping a child tormake developmental
gaims (Bakrth s 19SS
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